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· Last week we looked at how we are to imitate God as His beloved Children

· We are to walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us

· Being kind, compassionate, and forgiving one another. 

· Paul showed us what godly love is: 

· Putting the needs of others first

· Now he is going to show us Satan’s counterfeit version of what love is:

· Putting your needs first (lustful and self-indulgent) 

· Love because object is attractive

· Object can fulfill a need I have

· Not concerned about giving but getting

· This love is selfish love, putting self first

· Paul would say this is not “love” but a cheap counterfeit substitute 

· Be imitators of God… But sexual immorality must not even be named among you! 

· Sexual immorality ‘Porneia’ where we get English word ‘pornography’

· Refers to all sexual sin (which is against Godly love) 

· KJV translates this word as fornication… which is fitting here 

· Fornication: Sexual intercourse outside of marriage 

· Having sex with your boyfriend or girlfriend

· Friends will tell you its cool… God says He hates it!

· “But I am doing everything else… but not having sex… so I’m ok…”

· So Paul goes on (Impurity.) 

· Impurity ‘Akatharsia’ a more general term referring to everything unclean and filthy. 

· On the way to seminary I pass a Adult Book Store in Paris and their slogan on their sign is “dirtiest book store in town” 

· This would be Akatharsia: impurity, filth

· This would cover the remark… “But I’m not having intercourse so I’m ok…” No! Any sexual activity outside marriage is sin! 

· John MacArthur: “This includes: immoral thoughts, passions, ideas, fantasies, and every other form of sexual corruption.”

· Here a few examples: 

· Making out that arouses sexual feelings or passion 

· fooling around with someone (touching in inappropriate places)

· dancing with someone in a way that arouses sexual passions

· Talking on the phone with someone in a way that arouses sexual feelings. 

· Lust (looking and thinking sexual thoughts about someone) 

· Watching movies or TV shows that arouse sexual feeling

· Viewing pornography

· Arousing or pleasing yourself sexually

· What’s wrong with these things? 

· They are forms of ungodly sexual greed (covetousness) 

· Covetousness: Sexual immorality and impurity are forms of greed or covetousness in the sexual realm

· You have desires and you are going to meet them, no matter what God says!

· I don’t trust God with my sexuality… I trust myself b/c I know best

· So you elevate your sexual desires above God and you become an idolater

· Sex becomes your god  

This is my body, I can do what I please with it! 

· Really? Is it your body? 1 Cor. 6:18-20

· God owns your body twice (creation & Redemption) 

· So honor Him with your body!

· No only should your bodies be pure before God, but your speech as-well 

· Filthy talk: dirty talk

· Silly talk: No purpose but to give an air of dirty worldliness 

· Coarse jesting: taking something that is said innocent and turning it into something dirty. 

· Instead of these saints should use their mouths for thanksgiving!

· cure for a dirty mouth is a thankful mouth!

· Selfish people are not thankful, b/c they believe every good thing comes from them

· Unselfish people recognize their need for God and others and give thanks when they are helped

· What is Paul’s appeal for us to love pure?

· Why should we avoid Satan’s counterfeit love? 

· “These must not even by named among you, as is proper among saints!” 

· His appeal is you are a saint of God! 

· Follows his reasoning from chapter 4

· You are no longer a sinner (old self)

· But you are a saint (New self)

· As a saint you are new creation, you have been forgiven and set free from sin, Christ is living inside you, you are a temple of the Lord… Therefore you should not love like the world, but like God! 

· Paul’s appeal is not follow these rules I have given you…

· But instead his appeal is live out who you really are in Christ!

· Imitate God and love like God loves and not the world

· Don’t be sexually impure, but instead trust God that He will bring you a wife or husband who will fulfill all your sexual desires in a way that is pleasing and glorify to God! 

· Paul first gives an appeal and then a warning:

· You may be sure of this (you can count on it)

· Anyone who is sexual immoral, or impure, or covetous, will not inherit the kingdom of God!

· Why?

· B/c true children of God do not live in habitual sin!

· 1 Cor 6:9-10

· Paul says don’t be deceived if you are living in this lifestyle

·  If there is no repentance you should be very afraid for your soul. 

· The wrath of God is coming because of these things Paul says! 

· In closing I realize that some of you have blown it already in the area of sex. 

· I want to close with hope for you

· 1 Cor 6:11

· “As such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Holy Spirit!”

· For those who have blown it.. the blood of Christ has or can make you completely clean again!

· This verse means you can get over where you have blown it… and start living a new and pure life before God!

· Paul’s appeal to us this: don’t imitate the world (MTV)… imitate God b/c you are His beloved children!

· Let your love be real… and don’t settle for the counterfeit version of love that is impure and sexually immoral. 

